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Anti-Racism & Social Justice Resources for Grades 3 and 4
In Don’t Stay Silent, an article in the Teaching Tolerance publication, Jamilah Pitts writes, “Students pay 
attention to everything we say and do. They particularly pay attention to our silence. We may be 
uncomfortable talking about race, but we can no longer afford to be silent.” 

Below resources collated to support our work as educators so that we can better engage in conversations 
with students about race, racism, and social justice. 

Suggested Activities for Synchronous Time 

Background Knowledge on Race and Racism: 
● Let’s Talk About Race by Julius Lester--- resources for discussion
● Allyship: Ally Poem from Dictionary for a Better World by Irene Latham & Charles Waters
● See, Think, Wonder activity with Norman Rockwell Painting-New Kids in the Neighborhood
● Show Way Read Aloud and Resources

and/or 

Activities to prompt further reflection and discussion: 
● Draw, Write, Share Messages of Action for Black Lives
● Read aloud of Something Happened in Our Town with info and questions for use with students
● Write a Protest Poem with 8 Powerful Words

Ongoing Classroom Resources 

Additional Activities to Consider 
● As Fast as Words Could Fly Teacher’s Guide and read aloud by Dulé Hill
● Freedom Summer Lesson Ideas
● K-8 distance learning about BLM and George Floyd K-8 Distance Learning Resources-

colorfulpages.org
● Langston Hughes “Dream” Poetry
● Link the current protests to the events of the Boston Tea Party (if students have sufficient background

knowledge of that event) Venn Diagram
● The Other Side - resources for discussion

Teaching Tolerance 

● Defenders of Justice (Gr 3-5)
● Little Rock Nine (4-6)
● Looking at Race and Racial Identity Through Children's Books (K-2, 3-5)
● Sharing Our Colors: Writing Poetry (K-2, 3-5)

Sources for further reflection and discussion: 
● As Fast as Words Can Fly by Pamela M. Tuck (read by Dule Hill) Teacher’s Guide
● Dictionary for a Better World by Irene Latham & Charles Waters
● Diverse Book Finder
● Embrace Race and The Conscious Kid
● Freedom Summer - Lesson Ideas
● Out of Wonder: Poems Celebrating Poets (part 1)
● Out of Wonder: Poems Celebrating Poets (part 2)
● Out of Wonder: Poems Celebrating Poets (part 3)

https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/fall-2016/dont-say-nothing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zoDUJY9u9Jw
https://www.teachingchildrenphilosophy.org/BookModule/LetsTalkAboutRace
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/129UiIDxw__szjqiZKN1HAGRu4H3NaavAWDcR38D7NhE/edit#slide=id.p
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/69714
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_UUmVyMbxk6KcZc_7OGSHOJilPZ598eDoTW1ToomzvU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q5R8IZL_AgGoxLd8z02noeOWyysro5XwQ-0lEyzw2q8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q5R8IZL_AgGoxLd8z02noeOWyysro5XwQ-0lEyzw2q8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qYtPtUvGLHgyuqQ-4LYYVYeU1ZilYmAjR5ZRhfItw-o/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcOhOFGcWm8
https://www.apa.org/pubs/magination/pdf/441B228-read-aloud-tips.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Sj226MY8OSiha1KFuDchTkgWJu9h9n278WM_Xw-kp8c/edit
https://www.rif.org/sites/default/files/Support_Materials/AsFastAsWordsCouldFly-ATeachersGuide.pdf
https://youtu.be/1_Zk4P50WT4
https://youtu.be/1_Zk4P50WT4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sdOdqDkypZbTHZbvnxSyL1ENzgr-_B35p3mnl7rfSpQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://colorfulpages.org/2020/05/31/blacklivesmatter-k-8-distance-learning-activities-for-justice-for-george-floyd/?fbclid=IwAR3iW992pGDvgkx78BRnnalae6_hm4GqIYPDnelg5KFqZb1Tl6ymcMPMR1k
https://colorfulpages.org/2020/05/31/blacklivesmatter-k-8-distance-learning-activities-for-justice-for-george-floyd/?fbclid=IwAR3iW992pGDvgkx78BRnnalae6_hm4GqIYPDnelg5KFqZb1Tl6ymcMPMR1k
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx5B9ntEggyWY2VMcnpncElCVWc/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pAbm3MEKZjzxZJc0qKsdjiQvWWJZ-0vVJWZC9eguA1A/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/C80HdoDkHxY
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/other-side
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/tolerance-lessons/defenders-of-justice
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/tolerance-lessons/little-rock-nine-activities
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/tolerance-lessons/sharing-our-colors-writing-poetry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_Zk4P50WT4
https://www.rif.org/sites/default/files/Support_Materials/AsFastAsWordsCouldFly-ATeachersGuide.pdf
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/69714
https://diversebookfinder.org/browse/where-are-the-books-about-black-kids-in-nature/?fbclid=IwAR1iY4QJ-4-eS8rqqfqqvqv_5_--B3inlHUc6dypwLL9Lr3TVzHhKmwrirs
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/26-childrens-books-to-support-conversations-on-race-racism-resistance
https://blog.usejournal.com/31-childrens-books-to-support-conversations-on-race-racism-and-resistance-9dbabc28360e
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sdOdqDkypZbTHZbvnxSyL1ENzgr-_B35p3mnl7rfSpQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sdOdqDkypZbTHZbvnxSyL1ENzgr-_B35p3mnl7rfSpQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/71553
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/71553
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/71553
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/71555
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/71555
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/71556
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/71556
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● Social Justice Book list, compiled by the National Network of State Teachers of the Year 
● Something Happened in Our Town 
● The Other Side - resources for discussion 
● The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander 
● We are Kid Lit Collective 
● “28 More Black Picture Books that Aren’t About Boycotts, Busses or Basketball” compiled list 
● “Racism” poem by Ayan Salat 

National Museum of African American History & Culture (Smithsonian) 

● Talking About Race 

Edutopia 

● 10-Powerful Community-Building Ideas 

Common Sense Education 

● Social and Cultural Literacy Resources for classrooms 

Additional Resources 

● ALA 
● Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) 
● Language and Literacy Resources - This is a view-only resource that is updated regularly. If you’d like to 

contribute an idea, please send Sharon Ryan an email 

Resources for Teacher Learning 

Teacher Professional Development (with some self-guided learning): 
● District SEED Seminar (stay tuned for future offerings on SmartEDU) 
● Social Justice Standards (Teaching Tolerance) 
● The National SEED Project 
● Teaching Tolerance 

Websites and Lists of Resources: 
● Teaching for Change 
● “What we know” some research-based notes about race and racial bias 
● Anti-Racism and Cultural Competency Resources a expansive list for teachers by a MA educator 
● Speak Up: Responding to Everyday Bigotry, Southern Poverty Law Center 
● Anti-Racism Resources a list of compiled resources 
● Disrupting a Destructive Cycle - Part 1 (with Cornelius Minor) 
● How to Talk to Your Kids About Race and Justice (WBUR podcast) 
● Goals and Strategies for White Educators Working Toward Antiracism and Social Justice by Jennifer 

Serravallo 
● Kid Lit for Black Lives Recorded Rally 

Books: 
● Being the Change - Lessons and Strategies to Teach Social Comprehension by Sara K. Ahmed 
● 40 books for Anti-Racist Teachers compiled by Joe Truss, Culturally Responsive Leadership 
● “A Reading List for America” from New York Public Library 

General information about kids, race, and racial identity development: 
● They’re Not Too Young to Teach about Race 

http://www.nnstoy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/NNSTOY-Social-Justice-Book-List.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcOhOFGcWm8
https://youtu.be/C80HdoDkHxY
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/other-side
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/march/watch-kwame-alexander-read-aloud-from-the-undefeated/
https://wtpsite.wordpress.com/2020/05/28/2020-summer-reading-list-2/?fbclid=IwAR0HdMff9FuYPgbYOeh-i6jKz7_3k5gMbJqpsaG70w3nUzgOUGrOJV7hV0c
https://scottwoodsmakeslists.wordpress.com/2018/02/07/28-more-black-picture-books-that-arent-about-boycotts-buses-or-basketball-2018/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=UUPLAYER_PortlandArtMuseum&time_continue=48&v=wmhBq8qYlRE
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race
https://www.edutopia.org/article/10-powerful-community-building-ideas
https://www.commonsense.org/education/articles/social-and-cultural-literacy-resources-for-classrooms
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/diversity/libraries-respond?fbclid=IwAR3CHL2zlcKlinyBJwSKpKVzQxbE9WoBiQDm7yCDCR43OCtKxxsN72vKx_o
http://www.casel.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u5BpMkO0wk5DKaZZ7jzhEcY8HHJCycvEGffBXwfHfnQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.tolerance.org/frameworks/social-justice-standards
http://nationalseedproject.org/
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.teachingforchange.org/
https://www.story-starters.org/research
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OdZMiDDnZizY6YV_ELXIlcs93700vL6OCO1uuFUQ6qY/edit?fbclid=IwAR1nVCGK7o9WPCO_u1D2jFdryOEPzyQSFfsVEOfTvNB1UD0NzF3EkpHolHE#heading=h.535idy53b9lu
https://www.splcenter.org/20150125/speak-responding-everyday-bigotry
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/preview?pru=AAABcpkY2ss*uuaBXW8xPQ37YB5BGjFWfA
https://youtu.be/9sZJrFiw51w
https://www.wbur.org/onpoint/2020/01/20/mlk-day-race-justice
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eYwlkuneqt4PivCa6RIUhjHXRHRAm0FWKVp35HVAnWg/edit?fbclid=IwAR2B5WGwISmqyH_05jZuEGJ-ymfQ5g2ikBqyRYHrDqcoaDSIJZ5h7i6xIwg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eYwlkuneqt4PivCa6RIUhjHXRHRAm0FWKVp35HVAnWg/edit?fbclid=IwAR2B5WGwISmqyH_05jZuEGJ-ymfQ5g2ikBqyRYHrDqcoaDSIJZ5h7i6xIwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fElXu_MdRrs&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3-eALEH2OefvFp2HJ7fOh-YqtCe2RiWeeKCvTFwPT9ArIQGIHCx20Qu-8
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e09970.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e09970.aspx
https://culturallyresponsiveleadership.com/antiracistbooks/
https://www.nypl.org/blog/2016/07/12/reading-list-america
http://www.childrenscommunityschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/theyre-not-too-young-1.jpg
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● Summary of Stages of Racial Identity Development

Family Resources

Websites and documents to explore race as parents or caregivers: 
● They’re Not Too Young to Teach about Race (infographic on the importance of talking about race

with kids) 
● PBS Teaching Your Child About Black History
● Talking About Race for parents or caregivers (National Museum of African American History &

Culture) 
● 100 Race-conscious things you can say to your child to advance racial justice
● Story Starters (family program)
● Kid Lit for Black Lives Recorded Rally

Books for parent or caregiver learning: 
● Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially Unjust America (interview on NPR with the

author) 

Organizations: 
● Wee The People
● Embrace Race
● The Conscious Kid
● Raising Race Conscious Children

http://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/Compilation_of_Racial_Identity_Models_7_15_11.pdf
http://www.childrenscommunityschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/theyre-not-too-young-1.jpg
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/teaching-your-child-about-black-history-month
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race/audiences/parent-caregiver
http://www.raceconscious.org/2016/06/100-race-conscious-things-to-say-to-your-child-to-advance-racial-justice/
https://www.story-starters.org/?utm_source=Program+Families&utm_campaign=e97b4ff444-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_27_04_56_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c3373f0e00-e97b4ff444-124561072
https://youtu.be/fElXu_MdRrs
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35585862-raising-white-kids
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35585862-raising-white-kids
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/31/866426170/raising-white-kids-author-on-how-white-parents-can-talk-about-race
https://www.weethepeopleboston.org/
https://www.embracerace.org/
https://www.theconsciouskid.org/
http://www.raceconscious.org/


 


